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René Descartes
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Janet Broughton
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Overview of the Meditations
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First Meditation
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Fifth Meditation
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Of souls, entelechies and bodies (Monadology §§19–28, 49–50, 61–82)
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Creation and pre-established harmony (§§37–48, 51–60)
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Moral and theological consequences (§§83–90)
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Innate ideas and innate knowledge
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An empiricist theory of the mind
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Words, and what they signify
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Figure 1  Representative realism. In the terminology of “Appearance and reality” below,
there are in fact three options for the representative realist: (a) an act–object account of
the perception of ideas, that is, ideas are the objects of an act of perceiving; (b) an adverbial
account, that is, ideas are ways of perceiving; and (c) an adverbial account of the perception
of ideas combined with an act–object account of the perception of material objects.

Figure 2  Idealist metaphysics.

Figure 3  Berkeley’s immaterialist metaphysics.
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The “Master Argument”
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Treatise Book I, Part I:
“Of ideas; their origin, composition, connexion, abstraction, & c”
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Treatise Part IV: “Of the sceptical and other systems of philosophy”
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D AV I D  H U M E : A TREATISE OF HUMAN NATURE
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